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milk is either heat-treated, or is produced from Tuberculin Tested, or single
Accredited herds.
Such a proposal as this would have been entirely satisfactory if Accredited
milk had not been included, although it is pleasing to note that the pro-
duction of such milk terminates by September 3oth, 1954, no new licences
being issued after 3oth September, 1952. Once again it must be emphasised
that such milk is not safe milk and the safety of the consuming public
must be paramount if the milk supply of the nation is to be satisfactory.
This proposal has now been legalised by the Milk (Special Designations)
Act, 1949 (see pages 576 and 584) it has now become law and supersedes
Regulation 550 which was never put into operation.
(6) Efforts are to be made to ensure that all milk supplies in schools under the
Milk-in-Schools Scheme, shall be either heat-treated or the product of tuberculin-
tested herds.
Any effort in this direction is sure to meet with universal approbation.
Generally it is doubtful if the correct conclusions have been reached in every
case and it is suggested that the proposals outlined and ultimately legalised
in their entirety by the Government, may be more commercial in desire and
intention than framed to improve the quality of milk for the benefit of
the consuming public. From production to consumption, there is extremely
poor co-ordination throughout and any public health gain may be incidental
rather than intentional, a tendency which has become more noticeable since
the commencement of the War, while commercial expediency may over-
ride public interest. During the past few years, many schemes of an
advisory and educative character have raised great expectations. These
have usually been based on grants of a monetary character given to
encourage the production of higher grade milk and while they have been
largely accepted by the better type of producer, they have been ignored or
greatly abused by others.
Once milk has been produced, the bulk of it is controlled, if not actually
owned, by the Minister of Food and the Milk Marketing Board. The White
Paper definitely envisages the concern of the Minister as to the protection
of milk sold in certain areas but makes no mention of delays in transportation
and treatment which have occurred, due to a policy of over-centralisation
devised by the same Minister and Board and which is, without any doubt,
one of the causes of the loss of milk through souring. Indeed, much effort
of an advisory character will be practically valueless unless the innumerable
complaints of producers regarding unreasonable delays in collecting and
treating milk are properly met.
It must be recognised, however, that the present state of the country's
milk supplies were certainly not satisfactory and that alterations were
essential if improvements were to be brought about. It is definitely desirable
that administrative machinery for the control of milk production and
distribution should be strengthened although it is necessary to emphasise
that there had been considerable improvement in the purity of milk supplies
up to outbreak of the War. Shortage of man-power and inadequate supplies
of equipment and materials of all kinds have greatly increased the difficulties
of both producers and distributors. Further many persons have entered the
liquid milk market who were previously butter- or cheese-makers, or who
produced milk for manufacturing purposes only. They have been tempted
to take this step by prohibition of farmhouse butter- and cheese-making